[Recent diagnostic methods in herpes simplex].
Monoclonal antibodies do not only allow a rapid identification of herpes simplex viruses (HSV) on smear specimens, but also a differentiation between HSV type 1 and type 2. Their specificity and sensitivity correspond to conventional molecular biologic methods. Newer insights into epidemiology and recurrency mechanisms are gained by restriction enzyme analysis of the viral genome, which allows accurate determination of types and strains. Finally, hybridization techniques are utilized for further investigations concerning the latency and oncogenic potency of HSV. Thus the spectrum of diagnostic possibilities of HSV infections has considerably been broadened during recent years.